
 

 

Town of Phillipston 
Acceptable Forms of Payment 

 
Method of Payment 
The Town of Phillipston accepts the following forms of payment: 

 Personal checks, money orders, and bank checks. Checks must be for the exact amount, made 
payable to “The Town of Phillipston.” We do not accept postdated or third party checks. We do 
not cash checks or provide cash back. 

 Credit cards for online payment of real estate taxes, vital records and dog licenses only. 
 
Town offices do not accept cash payments.  
 
Where to Pay 
Real estate taxes and excise tax payments are made to the Tax Collector.  Payment can be made: 

 by mail to: Tax Collector, 50 The Common, Phillipston, MA 01331, 

 in person during business hours at the above address, 

 at other times by dropping your payment in the lockbox at Town Hall. 
 
Employees will check the Lock Box periodically. 
 
Timing of Payments 
By law, property tax payments must be received by the due date. Parties who mail their tax bill should 
mail early and allow time for delivery. Late property tax payments start accruing interest at 14% from 
the date they are due.  Property tax payments are applied to the interest first and then to the oldest 
owed tax.   
 
Licenses, permits and fees are paid to the office or board issuing the approval.  Payment is due when the 
application, license or permit is filed. 
 
Refunds 
Licenses, permits and fees are non-refundable. Excess tax payments will be applied to outstanding 
amounts including interest and penalties owed before the current amount. 
 
Returned checks 
The Town charges $25 for returned items. The receiving department will notify the payer if their check is 
returned for any reason. The payer has 7 calendar days to make good using a bank check. If this happens 
twice in a year then the payer will be required to make all future payments to the Town by bank check.  
Under Town Bylaw Article 18 the Town will deny or revoke licenses or permits for nonpayment of taxes. 
 
Parties who fail to make good on bad checks will be referred to the Worcester County District Attorney 
and the Phillipston Police Department. 
 
Internal Procedure 
The receiving department and Town Treasurer will track parties whose checks are dishonored and fail to 
make good on their checks.  The Treasurer will create a spreadsheet to track parties who pass bad 
checks, and update and distribute it to all departments every time a new party is added or removed. 
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